SPECIAL EDUCATION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA:
A POPULATION-BASED INVESTIGATION

Time to Designation Report
Province
This Time to Designation report describes the number of school years until students with special needs and disabilities
receive their first/initial special needs designation.
Results are presented in percentages of students who had the following times to designation:
•

0 years

•

1-2 years

•

3-4 years

•

5 or more years.

The numbers in parentheses refer to the designation-specific sample size.
Province-level reports represent all releasable district-level data compiled to the level of the province.
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Time to Designation Report
Additional Notes
(1) For the large majority of students, their first/initial special needs designation is also their most common designation – the
latter of which is the method by which we have presented students’ outcomes in this report. In some cases, however,
students’ first/initial designation may not be the same as their most common designation.
(2) Being designated in one of the BC MED’s special needs categories is not a requirement for supports and services to be
provided to any student. It is the impact of the students’ needs on their respective educational programs, and not the
reported designations, that determine the supports and services provided to students. Designation in a special needs
category is for the purpose of funding alone, not service or support provision.
(3) If the number of school years equals zero, then the corresponding percentage of students received their first/initial special
needs designation in the same year they entered the BC school system (here, Kindergarten), and so forth for the other
times to designation.
(4) Because of the diversity of special needs designations the BC MED routinely tracks, there are many reasons why a given
student may face a delay in receiving a special needs designation. For example, in the case of unexpected trauma, given
students who were non-special needs for a number of school years may suddenly require special assistance years into their
schooling. As another example, some special needs may emerge and/or are only able to be validly assessed later in life. In
contrast, other students may have had a special need(s) since birth, and therefore may receive a special needs designation
in their first school year (here, Kindergarten). In addition, different districts may have different times to designation and in
creating Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for their students. Therefore, please interpret results with caution.
(5) We retained for this report’s analyses only those Cohort 1/2/3/4/5 students who had valid data available.
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Time to Designation Report
Additional Notes (cont’d)
(6) Changes in Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) diagnostic criteria over time have resulted in some students previously
ineligible for diagnosis in this special needs category eventually being categorized as such. Please refer to the
METHODOLOGY document for more information about ASD.
(7) As a general disclaimer about all our reports: Although the large majority of students have a consistent special needs
designation over time, some students may not have a consistent special needs designation over time (i.e., their designation
may change over time). Being designated in one of the BC MED's special needs categories is not a requirement for
supports and services to be provided to a student. Designation in a special needs category is for the purpose of funding
alone, not service or support provision.
(8) As a general disclaimer about all our reports: Population counts and outcome measures within our reports will differ from
those reported by the BC Ministry of Education, as our reports follow specific cohorts of students over time, whereas
Ministry reporting allows for students to enter and exit cohorts.
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Province Time to Designation Report
Number of School Years Before Students with Special Needs Received Designation
0%
A Physically Dependent (142)

10%

20%

29%
30%
43%
36%
38%

11%
15%

3%

15%
14%

68%

11%
1%

46%

20%
22%

12%

K Mild Intellectual Disability (1340)

0 Years

70%

65%

25%
21%

11%

G Autism Spectrum Disorder (2253)

Z All Designations Combined (43077)

24%

16%

F Deaf or Hard of Hearing (710)

R Moderate Behaviour Support/Mental Illness (6015)

60%

24%

5%
6%

E Visual Impairment (28)

Q Learning Disability (14499)

50%

23%
25%

10%

2%

80%

90%

100%
92%

D Physical Disability/Chronic Health Impairment (3727)

P Gifted (6284)

40%

2%
1%
5%

C Moderate to Profound Intellectual Disability (1008)

H Intensive Behaviour Interventions/Serious Mental Illness (7071)

30%

30%

12%

4%

41%

26%

60%

20%
20%
9%

1-2 Years

59%

16%

57%

21%

3-4 Years

53%
5 or More Years
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For Further Information:
UBC’s Supporting Progressive Inclusive Child-centred Education (SPICE) Lab
Telephone: 604-822-7496
Email: spice@nursing.ubc.ca
Twitter: @InclusiveEdn
Download the Province-Level Reports at:
http://spice.nursing.ubc.ca/
Suggested Citation for this Report:
Lloyd, J.E.V. and Baumbusch, J.L. (2019). “SPECIAL EDUCATION IN BC: A POPULATION-BASED INVESTIGATION” district- and province-level
reports: Time to designation, Province. Vancouver, BC: Supporting Progressive Inclusive Child-centered Education (SPICE) Lab, School of Nursing,
University of British Columbia. Available at: http://spice.nursing.ubc.ca/.
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Jennifer E.V. Lloyd, Ph.D., Research Associate
Jennifer L. Baumbusch, Ph.D., R.N., Associate Professor
School of Nursing
University of British Columbia
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(Thanks to Graduate Academic Assistant, Danjie Zou, M.A., for his quality-checking assistance)
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